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This atlas contains a representative collection of 
maps from which it will be clear that the northern 
frontier of India, as shown on official Indian maps, is 
the traditional boundary between India and China. 
Official and unofficial Indian, Chinese, British, French 
and German maps have been showing this boundary 


alignment for many years past. 


It is only during the last thirty years or so that 
Chinese maps have departed from the traditional 
boundary and included large areas of Indian territory 
as part of China. Even the Chinese maps published 
during this period have not been consistent in this 
regard. As will be clear from the maps in Section IV, 
different alignments have been shown in different 
maps. The broad trend in recent Chinese maps has 


been to push the alignment deeper into Indian territory. 
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Repasduced and Printed by the Manager, Photo-Litho Wing, G.I. Press, New Dein, 
The precise nature of the Chinese claim to Indian territory has not been stated by Chinese For the Musistry of Eatemal Atta. 
authorities and is not known tothe Govemment of India. In the Chinese maps some parts of 
indian territory have been incoectly shown as part of China, These areas are roughly indi- 
cated by slanting lines (772 In this ma and the southern border of these areas as they 
appear in Chinese maps has teen roughly shown by a broken line = = = = = 


2. The places on the traditions! international border where disputes have arisen have also been 
toughly marked in the map. Sois the toad built by China across Aksai Chin in Ladakh in Nor th- 
West India. 


This map was published by the Government of India in their White Paper 
No. II - Notes, Memoranda and Letters exchanged between the Governments of India 
and China during the months September to November 1959. It shows the Indian 
territory included in China by most Chinese maps since 1947. 
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India and Adjacent Countries, published by the Survey of India 
shows the traditional northern frontier of India, 


in 1959. This 
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The map of Tibet in the Atlas of the Chinese Empire, published by the China 
Inland Mission ( 1908), shows the whole Indian boundary more or less in consonance 


with the traditional boundary. 
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nye. Tux Martians - = Published. by the Royal Geagraphiwal Society. 
Sketch map in the March 1912 issue of the Geographical Journal ( published 
by the Royal Geographical Society, London). It shows a boundary which approximates 
closely to the traditional alignment. 
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Enlargement of a sketch map in the Geographical Journal ( published by 
~ the Royal Geographical Society, London ) September 1916. It shows the traditional 


northern boundary of India. 
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Far Eastern Geographical Establishment. 
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For latest information regarding Railway Developmentin China see the F.E.G.E. Railway Map of China. 


Map of Tibet in the New Atlas-and:Commercial Gazetteer of China published 
in Shanghai some time after 1917 on the basis of authoritative surveys. It shows the 
boundary in the Ladakh area more of less similar to the present Indtan alignment and 
a boundary east of Bhutan which approximates to the present boundary. 
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Map published by the Peking University in November 


1925 depicting the 
maximum extent of Chinain the days of the Ching Dynasty (before 1911). This 


shows that even then the whole of Ladakh including Aksai Chin was included in India ; 


and east of Bhutan the frontier of India | NN approximately along the present Indian 
boundary. 
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Map of China published by the National Geographical Society (Washington 


1945). It shows the traditional boundary of India. (For convenience of study the 


India-China boundary line on this map has Ee'emphasized In yellow ). 
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MAPS SHOWING THE BOUNDARY IN. THE LADAKH 
SECTOR 


Map 10 





AN OROGKAPHICAL MAP 
of th 


e 
WESTERN REGIONS 


TEN-SHAN PEI-Ly ss! 
ARS AN 


oN “ager ate. 2 mA 
"Sinan arms R deh eee ans es PICHAN 
. ° % haan fp ‘ ool Cee 


oP : le CS sR sie" 


no Hag hguy cle 
a \ x) 
+ rat pmatS ea : Ova eRe OnTnakan 
3 vWlagh $ 
TS'UNGLING 23 ashe kasnean Vy Ergjis kara 
YY aot : 


? ae 
ae ae “ee” 


~> YARKENT 
& Rage: 
RY Berirok 

Wa ‘tagh 


KHOYAN 


Pt 





©2e Chickehn Sod sudar WSS 


xp toon “oS al . ; serge x 
ae ween en, rngun, ERC TES 
“Se Ripergiag. 4 7 SR HE RN 
Fa . ° 
Boundary of - © Sua Nor 
Badakhshan Boundary of 
Hindustan 











Map of the Western Regions (of China) appended to Hsi-yu-tu-chih, compiled 
on the orders of Emperor Chien-lung in 1762. An English version of the map is 
also given. The map makes clear that Sinkiang extended in the south only upto the 


Kuen Lun Range. 
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Map illustrating the routes taken by Johnson to survey the Aksai Chin area 


of Ladakh. This shows that even then Aksai Chin was part of India and that the 


customary boundary was a well-known one. 
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Arrowsmith, 1876. The boundary, shown from a point 


to Hanle, corresponds to the traditional boundary in 
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f Central Asien compiled from latest sources by Dr. Joseph Chavanne 
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Map appended to the Gazetteer of Kashmir and Ladak 1890. The eastern 


boundary of Ladak delineated in this Map approximates closely to the traditional 


boundary so as to include Aksal Chin in India, 
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m— —_— Tibet : West Section in the China Postal Album published by the Government 
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MAPS SHOWING THE BOUNDARY IN THE ASSAM SECTOR 
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Sketch map of some parts of Southern and Eastern Thibet as used many years ago 
by Catholic Missionaries in those countries, 1871. This map shows a boundary which 


approximates to what later became known as the McMahon Line. 


ARTLAS USUEL, N° 24. Map 19 
ANNLAS UNIVERSEL, N° 37. 
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Part of map of Asie Meridionale published by Andriveau-Coujon (Paris 1876). 
It shows the whole tribal area ( shaded green ) outside Tibet. 
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India, published by the Survey of India in 1883. It shows the unadministered 
tribal territories in the north-east by a colour-wash. This illustrates the general 
practice of British cartographers of showing the boundary upto the areas where the 
administration had reached, and showing the unadministered areas beyond it by a 
colour wash as distinct from the deeper colours used for the rest of Indian 
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Sheet 1 of map of the North-East Frontier of India as settled at the Simla 
Conference, March 1914 (the McMahon Line ). 
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Sheet Il of map of the North-East Frontier of India as settled at the Simla 
Conference, March 1914 (the McMahon Line ). 
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1 The Red line indicates the frontiers of Tibet. 
2 The tereitory lying between the Red and Blue lines I referred to as Inner Tibet. 
3 = =, __ In whloh Lhasa is situated is referred to as Outer Tibet. 
Map to illustrate Article 9 of the Simla Convention, 1914, initialled by the 
British Representative and signed by the Chinese and Tibetan Representatives. The 


two latter did not merely initial the Convention, but signed it. 
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1 Tho Red fine indicates the frontiers of Tibet 
2 The torritory lying betwoen the Red and Bus lines is referred to as Inner Tibet. 
8, e in which Lhasa is situated is referred to as Outor Tibet. 


Map attached to the Simla Convention signed by Great Britain and Tibet on 3 July, 1944. 
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Map of Tibet included in Tibet Past and Present by Sir Charles Bell ( Oxford 
1924). It shows the McMahon Line. 
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Map of India showing the administrative divisions, published by Stanford's 
Geographical Establishment (London, 1930). It shows as the traditional boundary 
of India in this region a line which corresponds to the McMahon Line. 
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Map 27 
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Part of the Map of Highlands of Tibet and Surrounding Regions published by the 
Survey of India (1936). It shows the north-east frontier as settled in 1914. 
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Map of China attached to The International Development of China by Sun 
Yat-sen (London, 1928). This map departs from the traditional alignment of the 
Indian boundary shown in earlier Chinese maps (see maps 7 and 8). It shows Aksai 
Chin outside India and the Chang Chenmo valley within India. 
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Plate 25 in the Atlas of Provinces of China, compiled under the direction of the Chinese Board of Direction for 
Education and Literature, 1933. In this map the line follows the Qara Qash-Shyok watershed in the north-east. The 
Chang Chenmo valley, western Pangong Lake and Spanggur Lake are shown within India. Thereafter the boundary 


upto Nilang follows the Sutlej-Ganges watershed as in present Indian maps. 
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—_ Map in the New Atlas of China compiled by V. K. Ting, S. Y. Tseng and W.H. 
Wong, and published by the Shun Pao, Shanghai, 1935. The Atlas claims to be 
“not a more reproduction of the published maps but a new compilation from all 
available data which have been thoroughly studied ’’. However, the delineation of 


the international boundary is the same as in Map 29. 
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Wall Map of Modern China published by Ya Kuang Map Publishing Society, 1947 
The boundary shown in this map is the same as that shown in the Shun 


Pao Atlas 1935. 
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Map of the People’s Republic of China published in People’s China, | October 
1950. The alignment reverts to that shown in the Shun Pao Atlas, 1935. 
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New Map of Tibet, published by the Ta Chung Society, March 1951. Instead 
of following the Qara Qash-Shyok watershed the line drops sharply south and 
cuts across the water system of the Shyok. It also includes the Spanggur Lake and a 


part of the western Pangong Lake in Tibet. 
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Big Map of the People’s Republic of China, published by the Ya Kuang Map Pub- 


lishing Society (November 1953 ). This map again reverts to the alignment in Map 32. 
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Map 37 

















compiled by New China Map Association and published 


Store (January 1955). This map follows the alignment shown 


The Great Motherland, 


by Chung Hua, 
in Map 35. 
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Wall Map of the People’s Republic of China, 


(January 1956). It is stated that this map is based on the Shun Pao Atlas “published 
before the Sino-Japanese war days”. 


Published by the Map Publishing Society 


The boundary alignment, however, follows not 
that of the Shun Pao Atlas but the more exaggerated one of Map 32. 
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Wall Map of China published by the Map Printing Society (November, 1959 ). 
It follows, for the most part, the alignment given in Map 35. 


